


NEXT BIG STAGE
OF HIS LIFE.

I HEAR YOURE SO, GOT ANY BIG PLANS FOR
TURNING THE BIG YOUR PARTY?

ONE-EIGHT SOON!




WELL, T HAVEN'T REALLY HAD TIME TO WHAT'VE YOU BEEN
PLAN A PARTY YET BECAUSE OF MY / __ TALKING ABOUT?
PARENTS. - ._

WELL, THESE PAST FEW DAYS MY PARENTS HAVE BEEN WORRYING THAT I WON'T BE ABLE TO
MAKE THE BEST DECISIONS FOR MYSELF IN ADULTHOOD BECAUSE OF MY DISABILITY. SO,
THEY'RE THINKING ABOUT PUTTING ME UNDER THIS THING CALLED "GUARDIANSHIP”.

OH! I'VE HEARD OF THAT KIND

OF SITUATION BEFORE!

GUARDIANSHIP'S BASICALLY LIKE THIS THING, LIKE THE PARENTS OF CERTAIN
PEOPLE..THEY UH..I FORGET.

»




WE SHOULD GO TO THE LIBRARY
TO FIGURE OUT WHAT IT
MEANS!

IT SAYS HERE THAT GUARDIANSHIP IS A LEGAL TERM FOR WHEN A PERSON WITH AN INTELLECTUAL OR
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY TURNS 18 YEARS OLD, THEN THE PARENT OF SAID PERSON 1S ELIGIBLE TO FILE FOR
GUARDIANSHIP.




GUARDIANSHIP

® GUARDIANSHIP IS

WHEN A "GUARDIAN" (EX: THE PARENT
ITSELF OR A PERSON CHOSEN BY THE
PARENT.) HAS FULL LEGAL CONTROL OVER
THE PERSON, WHICH MEANS THAT THE
GUARDIAN AND THE COURT CAN PLACE
LIMITS ON WHAT THE PERSON CAN DO.

® GUARDIANSHIP HAS &

FOR MANY YEARS BEEN LABELED AS THE
DEFAULT CHOICE FOR PARENTS WHO
DON'T THINK THAT THEIR KIDS CAN MAKE
COMPLICATED DECISIONS.

ON
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WATIT, IS THAT SUPPOSED TO BE A GOOD OR BAD THING?
)
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DEPENDS ON WHO YOU ASK, FOR SOME PEOPLE, GUARDIANSHIP IS THE BEST WAY
THAT PARENTS CAN HAVE SOME INFLUENCE OVER THEIR CHILDREN IF THEY DON'T
FEEL LIKE THEY'RE CAPABLE OF LIVING COMPLETELY INDEPENDENTLY.

WELL, THAT KIND OF SOUNDS A

BIT TOO RESTRICTIVE FOR A GUY WHAT DO YOU
LIKE JAKE MEAN?

mlh N—

I JUST WISH THERE WAS A WAY THAT IF JAKE WERE TO BE UNDER
GUARDIANSHIP, THAT HE COULD HAVE MORE FREEDOM TO DO WHAT HE
THINKS IS BEST FOR HIMSELF.

| N




WELL, ACTUALLY THERE MIGHT BE, IT SAYS WH AT D OE 5 TH AT

SOMETHING HERE ABOUT A THING CALLED

ALTERNATIVES TO GUARDIANSHIP.

G

SUPPORTED DECISION
MAKING

SUPPORTED DECISION MAKING IS A MODEL FOR HELPING PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES TO MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR OWN LIVES.

FORM SUPPORT TEAMS MADE UP OF PEOPLE WE
TRUST.

UNDER SUPPORTED DECISION MAKING, WE CAN

COMMUNITY MEMBERS, OR ANYONE ELSE WE TRUST.

OUR SUPPORTERS CAN BE FAMILY, FRIENDS,

THESE SUPPORTERS MIGHT BE ABLE TO ACCESS

PRIVATE INFORMATION (SUCH AS MEDICAL

INFORMATION) THAT THEY WOULD OTHERWISE NOT
BE ABLE TO SEE.

@ SUPPORTERS ARE ONLY ALLOWED TO SEE OUR
PERSONAL INFORMATION IF WE DECIDE THAT THEY
CAN.




THAT SOUNDS LIKE A PRETTY WAIT A MINUTE, 6UYS! IT SAYS
GOOD OPTION. HERE THAT SDM ISN'T THE ONLY

ALTERNATIVE TO GUARDIANSHIP.

WELL, WHAT ELSE IS THERE?

OR)

POWER OF ATTORNEY

POWER OF ATTORNEY IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT.

® GIVING SOMEBODY POWER OF ATTORNEY
MEANS THAT THEY CAN MAKE LEGAL
DECISIONS AND TAKE CARE OF YOUR MONEY
OR OTHER ISSUES ON YOUR BEHALF.




® THE PERSON YOU GIVE THESE RIGHTS TO IS
YOUR AGENT.

® YOU CAN ALSO TAKE AWAY THE POWER OF
ATTORNEY AT ANY TIME.

® THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF POWERS OF
ATTORNEY: REGULAR AND DURABLE.

® A REGULAR POA WILL STOP WORKING IF YOU

EVER BECOME UNABLE TO MAKE DECISIONS,
WHILE A DURABLE POA, ON THE OTHER HAND,
WILL STICK AROUND EVEN IF YOURE UNABLE
TO DO THINGS BY YOURSELF!

THAT ALSO KINDA SOUNDS LIKE A SPIN-OFF OF
SOUNDS GOOD! THE LAST ONE TO ME.
IO e &
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IS THERE ANYTHING
ELSE?

ACTUALLY,
THERE IS!




REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE

A REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE IS SOMEONE WHO MANAGES YOUR BENEFIT MONEY ON YOUR BEHALF.

® YOU CAN USE A REPRESENTATIVE
PAYEE IF: YOU GET FINANCIAL
DISABILITY BENEFITS FROM THE
GOVERNMENT, AND YOU NEED
SUPPORT TO MANAGE YOUR MONEY.

@ THERE ARE MANY REGULATIONS
TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY ARE NOT
MISMANAGING YOUR MONEY.

@ SOMETIMES, THE GOVERNMENT
WILL DECIDE YOU NEED A REP
PAYEE EVEN IF YOU DO NOT WANT
ONE.

® IF THIS HAPPENS, YOU MAY BE
ABLE TO GET THE GOVERNMENT TO
STOP USING A REP PAYEE FOR YOU.




ALL THESE OPTIONS SOUND GREAT! I'LL BE SURE TO MENTION THESE
TO MY PARENTS AND THE PEOPLE IN MY IEP MEETINGS. THANKS GUYS!
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